
Summary of Our Understanding

Scripture References are not exhaustive and are organized by: lists referring to the actual
places where spiritual gifts are listed in scripture; story referring to example in narrative or

engagement in letters; and Jesus referring to His own embodiment of spiritual gifts, teachings,
and empowerment of others.

1. Gifts of Serving

1.1. Administration
The gift of administration involves the special ability to manage details of service
functions so as to support and free others to prioritize their efforts. It is a divine
enablement to understand what makes an organization function and to plan and execute
procedures that accomplish the goals of the ministry.
-The central thrust is supportive organizational abilities.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:28; (Story) Acts 6:1-7; (Jesus)
Luke 7:1-10, 6:12-13, 14:28-30, John 17

1.2. Helps
The gift of helps is that special ability to willingly meet the needs of others through very
practical service.
-The central thrust is the attitude and ability to aid others in practical ways.

Scripture References: (Lists) Romans 12:7, 1 Corinthians 12:28 ; (Story) Acts
9:36 & 43 ;(Jesus) John 13:3-5

1.3. Mercy
The gift of mercy is that special ability to cheerfully and practically help those who are
suffering or are in need. It is a divine enablement given to certain members of the body
of Christ to feel genuine compassion for individuals (both Christian and non-Christian)
who suffer distress, physical, mental or emotional problems wherein that compassion is
translated into cheerfully done deeds that reflect Christ’s love and alleviation of suffering.
-The central thrust is compassionate care for those who are hurting.

Scripture References: (Lists) Romans 12:8; (Story) Acts ; (Jesus) Matthew
9:35-36, 15:32

1.4. Giving
The gift of giving is that special ability to give liberally to meet the needs of others and
yet to do so with a purity of motive which senses that the giving is a simple sharing of
what God has given.



-The central thrust is a sensitivity to God to channel His resources to others.
Scripture References: (Lists) Romans 12:8 ; (Story) Acts 4:32-37; (Jesus) Mark
12:41-44; Luke 19:1-10

1.5. Distinguishing between Spirits
The gift of distinguishing between spirits is that special ability given by God to perceive
issues in terms of spiritual truth, to know the fundamental source of the issues and to
give judgment concerning those issues; this includes the recognition of the spiritual
forces at work, whether divine, human, or demonic.
-The central thrust is a sensitivity to truth and its source.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:10; (Story) Acts 8:20-23, Acts
13:4-12, 16:16-18; (Jesus) Matthew 16:21-23

1.6. Gifts of Healing
Gifts of healing refers to bringing wellness of many kinds; including all types of illnesses,
physical, emotional, and mental. The gift of healing is the working of God through certain
members of the Body of Christ to cure illness and restore health as He chooses. It is the
special ability to be God’s means for restoring people to wholeness.
-The central thrust is releasing God's power to heal.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:9, 28; (Story) Acts 3:1-11, 9:32-35,
28:7-10; (Jesus) Matthew 8:16, 9:35, 15:30, 21:14

1.7. Working of Miracles
The working of miracles is that special ability that God gives to certain members of the
Body of Christ to serve as human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to
perform powerful acts that are perceived by observers to have altered the ordinary
course of nature. The workings of miracles refers to the releasing of God’s supernatural
power so that the intervention of God is perceived and Jesus is exalted.
-The central thrust is the releasing of God's authenticating power.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:10-28; (Story) Acts 8:5-6, 9:36-42,
19:11-12, 20:7-12; Romans 15:18-19; (Jesus) Matt 14:13-26, 15:32-39, , Mark
4:35-41, John 2:1-12, 11:43-44

2. Gifts of Speaking

2.1. Teaching
The gift of teaching is that special ability to instruct, explain, or expose Biblical truth in
such a way as to cause believers to understand and contend with God’s revelation.
-The central thrust is to clarify the truth of Scripture.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11-14; (Story)
Acts 18:24-28, 20:20-21; (Jesus) Matthew 5-7, John 7:46



2.2. Exhortation
The gift of exhortation is that special ability to urge people to action in terms of applying
Biblical truth, to encourage people generally with Biblical truth, or to comfort people
through the application of Biblical truth to their needs.
-The central thrust is to encourage others to apply Biblical truth.

Scripture References: (Lists) Romans 12:8; (Story) Acts 2:40, 11:23, 14:22, 1
Timothy 4:13, Hebrews 10:24-25

2.3. Apostleship
A person with this gifting is usually recognized by a local church and released to a new
pioneering work. The gift can be experienced within one’s own culture or in a
cross-cultural setting. The gift of apostleship refers to that special ability to move with
authority from God to create new ministry structures (churches and parachurch), go into
places where the Gospel is not preached, develop leaders, and develop support
networks for ministry.
-The central thrust is creating new ministry.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11-14; (Story)
Acts 15:22-35; Galatians 2:7-10, Titus 1:5; (Jesus) Luke 9:1-6, Luke 10:1-20,
Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:4-9

2.4. Leadership
The gift of leadership is that special ability that God gives certain members of the Body
of Christ to influence people so as to lead them towards a goal or purpose with a
particular emphasis on the capacity to make decisions and keep the group operating
voluntarily and harmoniously for the glory of God.
-The central thrust is influencing others towards vision.

Scripture References: (Lists) Romans 12:8; (Story) Acts 11:1-18, 15:6-22, 1
Timothy 3:1-13, Hebrews 13:17; (Jesus) Matthew 28:18-20, John 13:12-17

2.5. Shepherding
The shepherding gift is that special ability to exercise concern and care for members of a
group so as to encourage them in their growth in Christ, which involves modeling
maturity, protecting them from error, disseminating truth, and providing guidance.
-The central thrust is caring for the spiritual formation of disciples of Jesus.

Scripture References: (Lists) Ephesians 4:11-14; (Story) Acts 20:28-31, 1 Tim
3:1-7, Titus 1:5, 1 Peter 5:1-3; (Jesus) John 10:1-18

2.6. Evangelism
Evangelism is that special ability to communicate and to help others communicate the
Gospel message in relevant ways to unbelievers such that they respond by receiving it
and by taking initial steps in Christian discipleship.
-The central thrust is introducing others to the gospel of Jesus Christ.



Scripture References: (Lists) Ephesians 4:11-14; (Story) Acts 8:5-6, 8:26-40,
14:21, 21:8; (Jesus) Mark 1:14-15, John 10, 11:25-27

2.7. Prophecy
The gift of prophecy is that special ability to speak forth a prompting from the Holy Spirit
for the purpose of building up, encouraging, and comforting the church. This gift also has
the possible result of convicting non-believers of God’s truth. It may be corrective,
directive, or predictive in nature. Prophecy in the church must be weighed and tested
against the revealed word of God in Scripture.
-The central thrust is to communicate God’s message to edify the church in a given
moment.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:10, 14:1-4; (Story) John 11:49-52,
1 Corinthians 13:2, Acts 15:32, 19:6-7, 21:4, 21:10-14; (Jesus) John 2:18-22,
John 7:31-36

2.8. Tongues
The gift of tongues is that special ability to utter a spontaneous message or praise from
God in a language not naturally known by the individual who is speaking. The gift of
tongues can be a sign to unbelievers, a personal encouragement to the one speaking, or
offered for the strengthening of the church if there is someone to interpret the message
for those who are listening.
-The central thrust is speaking in a language not known by the speaker as a sign to
unbelievers or as a means of building up the individual or the church.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:10; (Story) Acts 19:6-7, 1
Corinthians 13:1, 14:1-28

2.9. Interpretation of Tongues
The gift of interpretation of tongues is that special ability to respond to a message given
in tongues by interpreting and clearly communicating the message given. This gift is
exercised when someone speaks in tongues and a person understands what is being
said and can interpret for those who are listening.
-The central thrust is interpreting a message given in tongues for the strengthening of
the church.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:10; (Story) 1 Corinthians 14:1-28

2.10. Faith
The gift of faith is that special ability to sustain unwavering confidence in God’s
promises, power, and presence in a way that enables boldness among God’s people.
-The central thrust is an unshakable confidence in God that helps the church be
courageous.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:9; (Story) Acts 11:22-24, 27:21-26,
27:30-34, Romans 4:18-21, Hebrews 11:1; (Jesus) Matthew 14:22-32, Luke
7:1-10, John 11:40-44



2.11. Message of Knowledge
The message of knowledge gift refers to the special ability of a person to supernaturally
perceive and speak forth specific knowledge from God about a situation which otherwise
could not or would not be known.
-The central thrust is receiving and communicating revelatory information about a
specific situation.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:8; (Story) Acts 5:1-11, 8:22-23,
13:6-12, 27:21-26, 27:30-36; (Jesus) John 1:46-49, 4:16-18, 11:14

2.12. Message of Wisdom
The message of wisdom gift refers to the special ability to receive and apply the
knowledge of God and communicate specific direction about a situation.
-The central thrust is applying revelatory information to a specific situation.

Scripture References: (Lists) 1 Corinthians 12:8; (Story) Acts 2:38-39, 10:19-20
(Jesus) Matthew 9:11-13, 10:34-39, 11:2-6, 15:1-14


